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gantry girder design example bs code is a crucial topic for civil and structural engineers involved
in the design and construction of large-scale industrial and infrastructural projects. Gantry girders
serve as vital support elements for cranes, bridges, or heavy load-bearing structures, providing
stability and strength. Designing these girders accurately requires adherence to local codes and
standards, such as the British Standards (BS), which ensure safety, durability, and efficiency. This
article provides an in-depth exploration of a gantry girder design example based on BS codes,
outlining the process from conceptual considerations to detailed calculations and code compliance.

Understanding Gantry Girders and BS Code Standards
What Is a Gantry Girder?

A gantry girder is a large, horizontal supporting beam that spans between two or more vertical
supports, often used to carry heavy loads such as cranes or structural components. Its primary
function is to transfer loads safely to the supporting columns or piers. Gantry girders are typically
designed to accommodate dynamic loads, including the weight of cranes, moving loads, and
environmental forces like wind or seismic activity.

British Standards Relevant to Gantry Girders

Designing gantry girders in accordance with BS standards ensures compliance with safety and
guality benchmarks. Key standards include:

- BS 5950: Structural use of timber, steel, and concrete.

- BS EN 1993 (Eurocode 3): Design of steel structures.

- BS EN 1991: Actions on structures, including loads.

- BS 8110: Structural use of concrete (although largely replaced by Eurocode 2).

For steel girders, BS EN 1993-1-1 (Eurocode 3) is particularly important, providing guidelines for the
design of steel members, including load considerations, material strengths, and safety factors.

Design Process for a Gantry Girder Using BS Code

Designing a gantry girder involves several stages, from initial load assessment to detailed member
design and checking against code requirements.
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1. Load Assessment
Before any calculations, it is essential to determine the loads the girder must support:
- Dead loads: Self-weight of the girder, crane rails, and attached equipment.
- Live loads: Crane loads, including maximum lifting capacity, and payload distribution.

- Environmental loads: Wind, seismic forces, and other external factors.

Using BS EN 1991, designers can calculate these loads with appropriate load factors to ensure
safety margins.

2. Structural Configuration and Material Selection
The typical configuration involves selecting a suitable cross-section, such as I-beams, box sections,
or plate girders. Material choices often include:

- Steel grades conforming to BS EN 10025 or BS EN 1993-1-1 standards.

- Ensuring material properties such as yield strength (Fy), ultimate strength (Fu), and ductility.
The choice influences the girder's capacity to resist bending, shear, and axial forces.
3. Preliminary Sizing
Based on load calculations, initial sizing involves estimating the girder?s depth and flange width to

resist moments and shear forces:

- Calculate the maximum bending moment (M) using load data and span length.
- Estimate the section modulus (S) necessary for the girder:
- S =M/ (Fy / safety factor)

This preliminary sizing guides the selection of standard sections.

Detailed Design Calculations

1. Bending Moment and Shear Force Calculations

Using standard formulas, the maximum bending moment for a simply supported girder under
uniform load (w) over span (L) is:
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\[

M_{max} = \frac{wL"2}{8}

\

Similarly, maximum shear force (V) at supports:

\[

V_{max} = \frac{wL}2}

\

These calculations help determine the required section properties.

2. Section Selection and Checks

Select a standard steel section (e.g., I-beam) that can resist the calculated moments and shear:
- Verify the section's moment of inertia (I) and section modulus (S).
- Check the section for bending, shear, and deflection limits per BS standards.

For example, the maximum bending stress (?) is:

\[

\sigma = \frac{M}{Z}

\

where Z is the section?s plastic or elastic section modulus.

3. Shear and Local Stress Checks

Ensure the shear stress (?) does not exceed the permissible shear stress:

\[

\tau = \frac{VHA_{web}}
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where \(A_{web}\) is the web area. Use BS EN 1993-1-1 to find permissible shear stress values
based on material grade.

Design Example with BS Code Compliance
Let?s consider a practical example to illustrate the process.
Example Specifications
- Span length (L): 12 m
- Uniform load (including dead and live loads, w): 10 kN/m
- Steel grade: S355 (Fy = 355 MPa)
- Support conditions: Simply supported
Step 1: Calculate Maximum Bending Moment
\[
M_{max} = \frac{wL"2}{8} = \frac{10 \times 12"2}8} = \frac{10 \times 144}8} = 180\, \text{kNm}
\
Step 2: Determine Required Section Modulus
Assuming a safety factor of 1.5, the allowable bending stress:
\[
\sigma_{allow} = \frac{FyH{1.5} = \frac{355}{1.5} \approx 237\, \text{MPa}
\
Calculate the required section modulus (2):
\[

Z =\frac{M_{max}K{\sigma_{allow}} = \frac{180 \times 1073\, \text{Nm}}{237 \times 1076\, \text{Pa}}
\approx 0.000759\, \text{m}*3 = 759\, \text{cm}"*3
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\
Step 3: Select a Standard Steel Section

Suppose an IPE section with a section modulus Z = 800 cm3 is selected, which exceeds the
requirement.

Step 4: Check Shear Capacity

Calculate maximum shear force:

\[

V_{max} = \frac{wL}{2} = \frac{10 \times 12}{2} = 60\, \text{kN}

\

Verify web shear capacity:

\[

\tau_{max} = \frac{VHA_{web}} \leq \tau_{allow}

\

Using BS EN 1993-1-1, the permissible shear stress for S355 steel is approximately 0.6 times Fy:
\[

\tau_{allow} = 0.6 \times 355\, \text{MPa} = 213\, \text{MPa}

\

Design web area accordingly to ensure shear stress is within limits.
Utilizing BS Code for Structural Detailing and Checks

Once the preliminary design is complete, detailed drawings and calculations must conform to BS
standards. This includes:
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- Checking for local buckling of web and flanges.

- Designing welds and connections per BS EN 1993-1-8.

- Ensuring deflection limits are met, typically L/250 or L/360, depending on service conditions.
- Providing adequate corrosion protection and fire rating as per code requirements.

Conclusion: Importance of Code-Compliant Gantry Girder Design

Designing gantry girders according to BS codes is essential for building safe, reliable, and durable
structures. The process involves meticulous load assessment, selection of appropriate materials and
sections, precise calculations, and adherence to standards for detailing and safety. Using a
structured approach, as illustrated in this example, ensures the girder can withstand operational
loads and environmental factors throughout its lifespan. Engineers must stay updated with the latest
standards and best practices to optimize design efficiency and safety.

References and Further Reading

- BS EN 1993-1-1: Eurocode 3 - Design of steel structures ? General rules and rules for buildings

- BS EN 1991-1-4: Actions - Wind actions

- BS 5950: Structural use of steelwork in building

- Structural Steel Design Guides and Manuals

- Software tools like STAAD.Pro, Tekla Structures, or AutoCAD for detailed modeling and
analysis

This comprehensive guide provides a foundation for understanding gantry gir
Gantry Girder Design Example BS Code: A Comprehensive Guide

Designing gantry girders is a critical component in the construction of overhead cranes, bridges, and
large-span structures. Proper adherence to British Standards (BS) codes ensures safety, durability,
and efficiency. This detailed review explores the principles, methodology, and practical example of
gantry girder design according to BS code, providing valuable insights for civil and structural
engineers.

Introduction to Gantry Girder Design and BS Code Standards
Gantry girders serve as horizontal supports for cranes or other lifting machinery, supporting loads
and transmitting forces to the supporting structures. The design process involves calculating the

girder's load-carrying capacity, deflections, and stability, all within the framework of BS standards.

Key BS Codes Involved:
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- BS 5950: Structural use of steelwork

- BS EN 1993 (Eurocode 3): Design of steel structures (adopted into UK standards)
- BS 8110: Structural use of concrete (if applicable)

- BS 5400: Steel, concrete, and composite bridges

In particular, BS 5950-1:2000 provides guidelines for the design of steel structures, including gantry
girders, emphasizing load calculations, member design, and connection detailing.

Fundamentals of Gantry Girder Design

Designing a gantry girder involves several key steps:

- Load determination: Dead loads, live loads, wind loads, and seismic effects.

- Structural analysis: Calculating moments, shear forces, and deflections.

- Member sizing: Selecting appropriate cross-sections based on stress and deflection limits.

- Connection detailing: Ensuring joints can transfer forces safely.

- Checking against BS code requirements: Including safety factors, buckling, and stability checks.

Step-by-Step Design Example Using BS Code
Let's consider a practical example to illustrate the design process:
Design Scenario:
- Gantry span (L): 10 meters
- Load capacity (maximum lifting load): 50 tonnes (approx. 500 kN)
- Self-weight (dead load): Estimated based on girder cross-section
- Environmental conditions: Moderate wind, no seismic activity
Step 1: Load Calculation
1.1 Dead Load (DL):
- Girder weight (based on cross-section and material density)

- Additional fixed components (brackets, fixtures)

1.2 Live Load (LL):
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- The maximum crane load, including hoist and trolley weight
- Consideration of impact factors (typically 10-20%)

1.3 Wind Load (WL):
- Calculated using BS EN 1991-1-4 or BS 6399-2
- Wind pressure \( p = 0.6\, \text{kPa} \) (example value)
- Wind force \( F_w = p \times A\), where \( A ) is the projected area
Example Load Summary:
| Load Type | Magnitude | Notes |
|----mmmm - |---mmmmmee |-------- I
| Dead Load | 20 kN/m | Girder self-weight |
| Live Load | 100 kN/m | Crane load plus impact |
| Wind Load | 15 kN/m | Lateral force |
Step 2: Structural Analysis

2.1 Shear Force and Bending Moment:
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Using static analysis for the girder as a simply supported beam with uniformly distributed loads:

- Maximum Bending Moment (M):

\[ M_{max} = \frac{w L"2}8} \]

where \( w)) is the total uniform load per meter.

- Maximum Shear Force (V):

\[ V_{max} = \frac{w LH2} \]

Calculations:
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- Total load \(w =DL + LL + WL =20 + 100 + 15 = 135\, \text{kN/m} \)
-\( M_{max} = \frac{135 \times 10"2}{8} = 1,687.5\, \text{kNm} \)
-\(V_{max} = \frac{135 \times 10}{2} = 675\, \text{kN}\)
2.2 Deflection Check:
Ensure deflections are within permissible limits (e.g., span/500 or span/600), calculated using:
\[ \delta_{max} = \frac{ w L"4}{384 E I} \]
where \( E\) is Young?s modulus, and \( I'\) is the moment of inertia.
Step 3: Member Selection and Sizing
3.1 Cross-Section Selection:
- Common sections: I-beams, box sections, or built-up sections
- Use BS 5950 or steel section databases to select a section with sufficient capacity
3.2 Bending Stress:
\[ \sigma_b = \frac{M_{max}{Z} \]
where \( Z) is the section modulus.
- Ensure \( \sigma_b \leq \sigma_{allow}\) (allowable stress based on steel grade and BS code
limits)
3.3 Shear Stress:
\[ \tau = \frac{V_{max}}{A_v}\]
-\(A_v)\) is the shear area

- Check against shear capacity of the selected section

3.4 Deflection:
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- Confirm that the selected section results in deflections within permissible limits.
Step 4: Connection Design and Detailing
- Bolted or welded connections should be designed per BS EN 1993-1-8
- Check bolt shear and tension capacities
- Proper detailing to prevent stress concentrations
Step 5: Stability and Buckling Checks
- Check for lateral-torsional buckling, using BS 5950 or Eurocode methods
- Verify that the slenderness ratio of members is within permissible limits
- Incorporate stiffeners or bracing if necessary
Practical Example: Complete Design Calculation
Below is a simplified outline of the calculations for a typical gantry girder:
Given Data:
- Span \( L = 10\, \text{m}\)
- Steel grade: S275 (allowable stress \( \sigma_{allow} \approx 160\, \text{MPa} \))
- Total uniform load \( w = 135\, \text{kN/m}\)
Step 1: Bending Moment

\[ M_{max} = \frac{135 \times 1028} = 1,687.5\, \text{kNm} \]

Step 2: Selecting Section

- Assume an I-beam with a section modulus \( Z \)
Step 3: Section Modulus Calculation
\[

Z =\frac{M_{max}K{\sigma_{allow}} = \frac{1,687.500\, \text{kNm}}{160\, \text{MPa}} =

Vol. 2025, Issue 6
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\frac{1,687,500\, \text{Nm}}{160 \times 10"6}\, \text{Pa}} \approx 10.55 \times 10™{-3}\, \text{m}"3 =
10,550\, \text{cm}"3

\

Select a standard section with \( Z \geqg 10,550\, \text{cm}*3\). For example, a W310x92 section
(from BS EN 1993-1-1 tables) with \( Z \approx 13,000\, \text{cm}"3\).

Step 4: Check Shear Capacity

- Shear capacity \( V_{Rd} = 0.6 \times f_y \times A_v /\gamma_{mO0}\), where \(f_y\) is yield
strength, typically 275 MPa.

- Verify that the shear force \( V_{max} \) does not exceed the section's shear capacity.
Step 5: Deflection Check

- Calculate deflections using the formula for a uniformly loaded simply supported beam.

- Confirm that \( \delta_{max} \leq L/600 ), i.e., approximately 16.7 mm.
Design Detailing and Practical Considerations
Material Selection:
- Use steel conforming to BS EN 10025 S275 or S355 standards.
- Ensure corrosion protection, especially for outdoor gantries.
Connection Detailing:
- Bolted joints designed per BS EN 1993-1-8.
- Use high-strength bolts, ensuring bolt tension and shear capacities are adequate.
- Proper weld detailing to avoid stress concentrations.
Fabrication and Erection:

- Design for ease of assembly.
- Incorporate sufficient stiffeners to prevent local buckling.
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- Use temporary bracing during erection.

Safety and Code Compliance:

- Incorporate safety factors as stipulated in BS 5950 and Eurocode.
- Perform stability and buckling checks.
- Consider dynamic effects if the gantry supports moving loads or cranes.

Summary and Best Practices
Designing gantry girders in accordance with BS code involves a rigorous process of load analysis

QuestionAnswer What are the key considerations in designing a gantry girder according to BS
codes? The key considerations include load analysis (dead and live loads), material selection,
structural stability, deflection limits, and compliance with BS standards such as BS EN 1993-1-1.
Proper detailing for connections and support conditions are also essential. How can | perform a load
calculation for a gantry girder using BS code guidelines? Begin by identifying all applicable
loads?dead load from the girder itself, live loads from the supported equipment or traffic, and any
environmental loads. Apply the load combination rules as specified in BS EN 1991 and BS EN
1993-1-1, considering factors like load factors and partial safety factors to ensure safety and
compliance. What are the common materials used for gantry girders as per BS standards?
Structural steel is the most common material used for gantry girders, typically S355 or S235 grade
steels, complying with BS EN 10025 standards. Material selection depends on load requirements,
span length, and environmental conditions, with considerations for corrosion protection if necessary.
Can you provide a simplified example of a gantry girder design calculation based on BS codes?
Yes, a typical simplified example involves calculating the maximum bending moment using load data
and span length, selecting an appropriate section from BS 5950 or BS EN 1993-1-1, and checking
the section's bending and shear capacities against the calculated demands, ensuring compliance
with deflection and strength limits specified in the codes. Where can | find detailed BS code
examples for gantry girder design? Detailed examples are available in BS standards documentation
such as BS EN 1993-1-1 (Eurocode 3) and supplementary guidance documents. Engineering
textbooks, design manuals, and online resources from structural engineering institutions also
provide practical examples and step-by-step calculations.

Related keywords: gantry girder design, BS code, structural engineering, steel girder, load
calculation, design example, British Standards, civil engineering, girder analysis, structural design
example



