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87051H Ebook

aqa english language 87051h paper 1 is a crucial component of the AQA English Language
GCSE course, designed to assess students' skills in reading, understanding, and producing various
forms of written texts. As one of the core papers in the qualification, Paper 1 emphasizes
understanding and analyzing non-fiction texts, along with developing students? own writing abilities.
Preparing effectively for this paper requires a clear understanding of its structure, content, marking
criteria, and effective revision strategies. In this comprehensive guide, we will explore everything you
need to know about AQA English Language 87051H Paper 1 to maximize your exam performance.

Understanding the Structure of AQA English Language 87051H Paper
1

Overview of the Paper

AQA English Language Paper 1 typically lasts 1 hour and 45 minutes and consists of two main
sections:

- Section A: Reading
- Section B: Writing

The paper is designed to evaluate students' abilities to read and understand non-fiction texts, as
well as to produce clear, coherent writing in response to prompts.

Section A: Reading (Questions 1-4)

This section features one or more unseen non-fiction texts, which may include:

- Articles
- Essays
- Speeches
- Other non-fiction formats

Students answer four questions related to the texts, which include:

- Question 1: Multiple choice questions testing comprehension
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- Question 2: Identifying and retrieving information (e.g., summarizing or quoting from the text)
- Question 3: Language analysis?exploring how writers create effects through vocabulary,

sentence structure, and stylistic devices
- Question 4: Structural analysis?examining how the text is organized and how this influences

meaning

Section B: Writing (Questions 5 and 6)

This section assesses students' writing skills:

- Question 5: A descriptive or narrative writing task based on a given stimulus or prompt
- Question 6: A transactional or argumentative writing task (e.g., letter, article, speech)

The focus is on crafting well-structured, purposeful texts that effectively communicate ideas to the
intended audience.

Key Skills Assessed in Paper 1

Reading Skills

- Comprehension of non-fiction texts
- Ability to identify main ideas, themes, and writer's techniques
- Analysis of language and structural features
- Inferential reasoning and interpretation

Writing Skills

- Organisation of ideas
- Use of appropriate tone and style
- Accurate grammar, punctuation, and spelling
- Effective paragraphing and coherence

Marking Criteria and Assessment Objectives

Understanding the marking criteria helps students focus on what examiners are looking for. The
assessment objectives include:

Published by: machanpto.creightoncommunityfoundation.org Page 2 of 10



87051H Ebook Vol. 2024, Issue 3

- AO1: Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas
- AO2: Analyse the writer?s use of language and structure to achieve effects
- AO3: Write clearly and coherently, adapting language and tone for different audiences and

purposes
- AO4: Organize ideas effectively, using a range of sentence types and vocabulary

Achieving high marks involves demonstrating proficiency across these objectives, with clear analysis
in reading responses and cohesive, accurate writing.

Effective Revision Strategies for Paper 1

1. Familiarize Yourself with the Exam Format

- Practice with past papers to understand the types of questions asked
- Time yourself to develop effective pacing
- Review examiner reports to understand common pitfalls

2. Develop Strong Text Analysis Skills

- Practice annotating unseen texts to identify techniques
- Learn to explain the effect of language choices
- Study sample answers to understand what makes a high-quality response

3. Enhance Your Writing Skills

- Regularly practice writing in different styles (descriptive, narrative, transactional)
- Plan your responses to ensure coherence and focus
- Work on expanding vocabulary and sentence variety

4. Use Effective Revision Materials

- Create summary notes on key language devices and structural features
- Use flashcards for technical vocabulary
- Engage with online quizzes and resources

Sample Question Breakdown and How to Approach Them
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Sample Question 1: Multiple Choice

- Read the question carefully
- Eliminate obviously incorrect options
- Refer back to the text to support your choice
- Practice with past multiple-choice questions to improve accuracy

Sample Question 3: Language Analysis

- Identify specific language features (e.g., adjectives, metaphors)
- Consider why the writer used these features
- Explain how they create effects (e.g., imagery, tone)
- Use quotations to support your points

Sample Question 5: Descriptive/Narrative Writing

- Plan your response beforehand
- Use vivid language and sensory details
- Structure your writing with clear paragraphs
- Maintain consistent tense and viewpoint

Sample Question 6: Transactional/Argumentative Writing

- Clearly state your purpose and audience
- Use formal or informal tone as appropriate
- Organize ideas logically (introduction, main points, conclusion)
- Support your arguments with examples and evidence

Tips for Success in AQA English Language Paper 1

- Practice regularly: Consistent practice improves skills and confidence
- Focus on timing: Allocate time wisely for each section
- Review your work: Always leave time to check for errors
- Understand command words: Words like "explain," "analyse," "describe" guide your responses
- Stay calm and focused: Read questions carefully and plan your answers
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Resources and Support for Students

- AQA official specimen papers and mark schemes
- Past papers and examiner reports
- Revision guides tailored for Paper 1
- Online platforms offering interactive quizzes and tutorials
- Study groups for collaborative learning and feedback

Conclusion: Mastering AQA English Language 87051H Paper 1

Success in AQA English Language Paper 1 hinges on a thorough understanding of its format,
developing strong analytical and writing skills, and consistent practice. By familiarizing yourself with
the types of texts and questions, honing your ability to analyze language and structure, and refining
your writing techniques, you can maximize your chances of achieving a high grade. Remember,
preparation is key?use available resources, practice past papers, and seek feedback to continually
improve. With dedication and strategic revision, you can confidently approach Paper 1 and excel in
your GCSE English Language exam.
 
AQA English Language 87051H Paper 1: A Comprehensive Guide for Students and Educators

Introduction

AQA English Language 87051H Paper 1 is a pivotal component of the GCSE English Language
examination, designed to assess students' reading and writing skills through a series of thoughtfully
constructed questions. As one of the most scrutinized papers in the curriculum, it demands a
thorough understanding of its structure, assessment objectives, and effective strategies for success.
This article offers a detailed exploration of Paper 1, providing both students and educators with
insights into its format, key skills required, and best practices for preparation.

Understanding the Structure of AQA English Language Paper 1

Overview of the Paper

AQA English Language Paper 1 aims to evaluate students' ability to read and analyze fictional texts
critically and to produce coherent, well-structured written responses. The paper lasts approximately
1 hour and 45 minutes and is divided into two main sections:

- Section A: Reading (40 marks)
- Section B: Writing (40 marks)
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The total mark allocation is 80, with each section emphasizing different skill sets. The paper is
designed to imitate real-world reading and writing tasks, such as interpreting narratives and crafting
descriptive or narrative responses.

Deep Dive into Section A: Reading

Purpose and Skills Assessed

Section A tests students? ability to read an unseen fiction extract and respond to questions that
probe comprehension, analysis, and evaluation. The key skills include:

- Understanding explicit and implicit information
- Analyzing language, structure, and form
- Synthesizing ideas from the text

Format and Types of Questions

Typically, Section A comprises four questions, each increasing in complexity:

- Question 1: Multiple-choice or short-answer questions targeting simple retrieval of facts and
details.

- Question 2: A question requiring students to describe and explain how writers use language to
create effects.

- Question 3: Analyzing how the writer develops ideas and attitudes.
- Question 4: An evaluative question that asks students to compare and contrast ideas, themes,

or characters in the extract.

Sample Question Breakdown

- Question 1: Identify specific details (e.g., "What is the mood at the beginning of the extract?")
- Question 2: Explain how language choices create effects (e.g., "Identify a metaphor used and

explain its impact.")
- Question 3: Explore how writers develop characters or themes.
- Question 4: Provide a comparative response based on the extract and their own knowledge or

experience.

Key Skills for Success in Section A
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- Skimming and scanning for details
- Annotating the text to identify literary devices
- Developing analysis that links language choices to effects
- Managing time effectively to answer all questions thoroughly

Exhaustive Look at Section B: Writing

Purpose and Skills Assessed

Section B asks students to produce a continuous piece of writing ? either narrative or descriptive ?
based on a given prompt or stimulus. The focus is on crafting clear, engaging, and well-structured
texts that demonstrate control of language and tone.

Question Format

Students are typically presented with a prompt or scenario and asked to write approximately 40
minutes of original writing. The task could be:

- Writing a story inspired by a picture or prompt
- Describing a setting, character, or event
- Developing a narrative with a clear structure and purpose

Assessment Objectives for Writing

- Content and organization (AO5)
- Sentence structure and punctuation (AO6)
- Vocabulary and spelling (AO7)
- Use of language to engage the reader

Effective Writing Strategies

- Planning before writing to organize ideas
- Using varied sentence structures for effect
- Incorporating descriptive language and literary devices
- Maintaining coherence and cohesion throughout the piece
- Proofreading for grammar, spelling, and punctuation

Key Skills and Preparation Strategies for Paper 1
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Developing Critical Reading Skills

- Regularly reading a range of fiction texts, including novels, short stories, and extracts
- Practicing annotation techniques: highlighting literary devices, tone, and themes
- Summarizing paragraphs to grasp main ideas
- Practicing timed responses to develop exam stamina

Enhancing Writing Skills

- Building a bank of vocabulary and descriptive phrases
- Practicing different styles of writing: narrative, descriptive, and creative
- Planning responses to ensure clarity and structure
- Reviewing model answers to understand effective language and paragraphing

Sample Practice Activities

- Answering past paper questions under timed conditions
- Creating mind maps for different prompts
- Peer review sessions to develop editing skills

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Interpreting Unseen Texts

Unseen extracts can be intimidating, but familiarization through regular practice reduces anxiety.
Focus on identifying key details quickly and annotating as you go to facilitate analysis.

Balancing Analysis and Personal Response

While analysis is essential, examiners also value personal engagement with the text. Strive for a
balanced approach: support your opinions with evidence from the text.

Time Management

Allocating sufficient time to each question is crucial. Use practice papers to build a sense of pacing,
ensuring you leave time for review.

Developing Confidence in Writing
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Creative confidence can be fostered through consistent writing practice, reading widely, and
experimenting with language and style.

Tips for Success on the Day of the Exam

- Read the questions carefully: Understand what each asks for before starting.
- Plan your answers: Jot down quick notes or ideas, especially for writing tasks.
- Use PEEL structure: Point, Evidence, Explanation, Link ? for clear, focused paragraphs.
- Stay within the time limit: Keep an eye on the clock to complete all questions.
- Review your work: Dedicate a few minutes at the end to check for errors and improve clarity.

The Significance of the Exam and Future Pathways

Success in AQA English Language 87051H Paper 1 sets a foundation for further academic pursuits,
including A-level English Literature and Language, as well as skills applicable in higher education
and employment. It encourages critical thinking, effective communication, and analytical
prowess?skills highly valued across disciplines.

Conclusion

AQA English Language 87051H Paper 1 is a challenging yet manageable assessment that tests a
broad spectrum of reading and writing skills. With targeted preparation, practice, and strategic
approach, students can navigate the paper confidently. Educators, meanwhile, can utilize this
understanding to tailor lessons that build the necessary skills for success. Ultimately, mastering
Paper 1 not only paves the way for a strong GCSE grade but also cultivates essential skills for
lifelong communication and critical evaluation.
 

 QuestionAnswer What are the main components of AQA English Language Paper 1 (87051H)?
AQA English Language Paper 1 consists of two sections: Section A focuses on reading
comprehension, where students analyze and compare two unseen texts; Section B involves writing
skills, including descriptive or narrative writing tasks. How should I prepare for the unseen texts in
Paper 1? Practice reading a variety of genres and styles to improve comprehension and analysis
skills. Focus on annotating texts to identify themes, language devices, and structure, which will help
you answer questions more effectively. What are common question types in Section A of Paper 1?
Questions often include identifying and explaining language devices, analyzing writers' methods,
comparing ideas and perspectives, and understanding the effect of language and structure on the
reader. How can I improve my writing skills for the descriptive or narrative task in Paper 1? Practice
planning and writing clear, detailed descriptions and stories. Use a range of vocabulary and
sentence structures, and focus on engaging the reader with vivid imagery and coherent sequencing.
What marks are awarded for each section of Paper 1? Section A typically carries around 40 marks,
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focusing on comprehension and analysis, while Section B is worth about 40 marks for the writing
task. Total marks are 80, with marks allocated based on quality and accuracy. Are there specific
language devices I should focus on for Paper 1 questions? Yes, focus on devices like imagery,
metaphor, simile, alliteration, and tone. Understanding how these devices create effects helps in
analyzing texts and crafting effective responses. What strategies can help me manage my time
effectively during Paper 1? Allocate time to each section?roughly 45 minutes for reading and 45
minutes for writing. Practice timed past papers to improve your ability to complete all questions
within the given time. How does understanding the mark scheme improve my exam performance?
Knowing the mark scheme helps you understand what examiners are looking for, allowing you to
tailor your responses to meet assessment criteria and maximize your marks. Where can I find
practice materials for AQA English Language Paper 1 (87051H)? Official AQA practice papers and
specimen questions are available on the AQA website. Additionally, many revision guides and online
resources offer practice questions and model answers to help you prepare effectively. 
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